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178	 TRANSACTIONS OF THE	 [SEES. Lxxvn.

Overgate, and tell us something of its sanitary conditions.
With his weakened frame the attack was soon fatal, and
on 21st June 1852 the end came.

At the age of forty-four the Overgate naturalist " past
to where beyond these voices there is peace."

A NEW AND PECULIAR ASTRAGAL US FROM THE TIBETAN
FRONTIER. By W. W. SMITH, M.A.

Astragalus orotrephes, W. W. Sm. Sp. nov.
Inter species himalaicas adhuc cognitas foliis 3-foliolatis

species distinctissima.
Planta nana, dense caespitosa, fere musciformis, habitu

Arenariae polytriehoides, Edgew. vel Androsace Selaginis,
Hook. f. et Thorns. Rhizoma lignosum ad 15 cm. longum,
funiforme, multiceps, ramos numerosos colurnniformes arcte
compactor superne gignens. Caules brevissimi numerosi,
omnes cum ramis rhizomatis in glebam circ. 10 cm. diameti-
entem, infra reliquiis foliorum delapsorum dense indutam
conferti, supra foliis minimis omnino celati. Folia omnia
radicalia trifoliata : rachis 4-5 mm. longa, albo-hirsutula,
stipulis circ. 4 mm. longis irregulariter ovatis membranaceis
albo-ciliatis instructa ; foliola sessilia, medianum 3 mm.
longum, lateralia 2 mm. longa, lanceolata, ita incurva ut
linearia videantur, dense albo-hirsutula. Flores solitarii
hint inde in summa glebh paululo eminentes. Calyx
4 mm. longus, ad tertiam partem in dentes subaequales
lineari-lanceolatos divisus, undique plus minusve dense
hirsutulus. Corolla circ. 6 mm. longa, segmentis subae-
qualibus. Stamina diadelpha. Ovarium sessile minute
sparse hirsutulum stylo 3 mm. longo incurvo praeditum.
Fructus (immaturus) 4-seminiferus.

East Himalaya.—Collected by the Political Officer,
Sikkim, July 1902. Type in the Calcutta Herbarium.

The exact locality is not noted on the ticket. The
specimen was probably collected on the Tibetan plateau
beyond or at the boundaries of Sikkim. The plant appears
to have been collected only once. From its leaves and the
fewness of its seeds it does not fit well into Astragalus, but
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is nearer that genus than any other, in my opinion. It
strongly resembles in habit the tufted Arenarias so prevalent
in the north-west corner of Sikkim, where the climate is
markedly Tibetan in character, and recalls also Androsace
Selago of the same region. It has not been recorded from
Sikkim, traversed yearly by the native collectors of the
Lloyd Botanic Garden, and I suspect its habitat is in the
region lying to the north of the Sikkim frontier at an
altitude of at least 14,000 feet.

ON THE LEAVES OF SOME SPECIES OF BANKSIA.
By R. C. DAVIE, M.A., B.Sc.

Von Mohl in 1846 (" Vernaischte Schriften," p. 248) 1 noted
in the leaves of some species of Banksia the restriction of the
stomata to cavities lined with and partly occluded by hairs.

An examination of the leaves of the species of Banksia
growing in the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, has
revealed several types of leaf and various arrangements of
the stomata. In every case the stomata are raised. Except
in Banksia serrata, Linn., a small outer chamber (" Vorhof ")
is present ; in B. serrata, Linn., the outer chamber is very
prominent. The stomata occur on both surfaces of the
leaf in this species ; in the other species they are confined
to the lower surface of the leaf.

In B. serrata, Linn , B. littoralis, R. Br., and B. spinulosa,
Sin., there are no cavities containing the stomata. In
B. collina, R. Br., B. coccinea, R. Br., and B. grandis,
Willd., the stomata occur in shallow depressions between
the projecting nerves of the leaf. In B. attenuata, R. Br.,
B. integrifolia, Linn., and B. marginata, R. Br., these
depressions are deeper, but still occur only between the
nerves. In B. Menziesii, R. Br., B. paludosa, R. Br., and
B. quercifolia, R. Br., there are deep depressions in which
occur subsidiary cavities. In B. ericaefolia, Linn., there are
two deep furrows formed by the revolute leaf-margins.

An examination of material grown under natural con-
ditions will be made when plants are obtained from
Australia.

Cf. R. Brown, " Suppl. pr. Prod. Flor. Nov. Holl.," p. 34.
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